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Welcome to Carcoola Primary School
Encouraging The Best From Everyone
We believe that every child matters every day with parents, teachers and the community working in partnership to
ensure students become happy, healthy and successful learners.
Carcoola Primary School has a strong commitment to the fostering of shared community values across the
curriculum. All staff support and model a culture of mutual respect which results in a learning environment where
all students feel safe, happy and able to 'have a go'. Parents are encouraged to take an active role in the education
of their children. Carcoola School community promotes positive behaviours through following whole school
programs.
Every child matters every day and all students can be high
achievers.

At Carcoola Primary
School, we strive to
ensure all students
graduate with the
attitudes, skills and
confidence to achieve their
individual potential and
contribute to society.

Message from the Principal
Carcoola Primary School promotes a safe, caring and happy environment where students recognise and strive to
achieve their potential and, by developing the whole person, students develop the skills and attitudes to become
lifelong learners.
The realisation of students’ potential at Carcoola Primary School is achieved through a strong sense of community
within the school where the culture is based upon partnership in education and ensuring all stakeholders feel
valued.
At Carcoola every student matters, every day and teachers believe that all students can be high achievers. Carcoola
stimulates students to reach their potential, with a strong foundation in Literacy and Numeracy through a mixture
of explicit teaching and student centred learning. With a high teacher expectations, the staff aims to develop high
achieving students.
Children are nurtured at every stage, so that they can develop confidence and self-esteem and learn how to express
their feelings and respect others.
The Carcoola Primary School Community lives its motto: “Let Us Grow”
Michael Day
Principal

Staff
The friendly staff at Carcoola
Primary
School
are
a
dedicated, hard working
team who enjoy working with
all parents to provide the
best possible educational
environment for students.
Please get to know your
child’s teacher so that by
working in partnership you
ensure he or she is well
supported at school. Every
staff member is committed to
doing the best for each
student, however if you have
any concerns please contact
your child's teacher.

Administration
Principal
Deputy Principal
Manager Corporate Services
School Officer
Learning Support Coordinator

Mr Michael Day
Ms Peta Kapor
Mrs Diane Snowden
Mrs Chantelle Thompson
Miss Kelly Cure

Teaching Staff
3 Yr old Group/Kindy:
Pre-Primary
YEAR 1/2:
YEAR 2/3:
YEAR 4:
YEAR 5/6:
Health/PE/STEM
Languages /Library
Library

Mrs Debbie Beswick
Mrs Trish Milward
Mrs Nina Guerriero
Mr Andrew Batten
Miss Amy Moody
Miss Sharon Hunt
Miss Kelly Cure
Ms Peta Kapor
Mrs Deb Samuels

Education Assistants
Mrs Mandy Dubberlin
Mrs Linda Watson
Mrs Chantelle Thompson
Mrs Raquel Willey
Mrs Aria McIntyre
Mrs Petra Darlington

School Support Staff
School Psychologist
School Chaplain
Gardner/Handyman
Head Cleaner
Cleaners

Miss Tamar Cohen
Mrs Penny Smith
Mr Peter Wopereis
Mrs Sue Smit
Mrs Gail Alexander
Mrs Dawn Smith

2018
Period

Term 1 - 11 Weeks
School Holidays

WA Term Dates &
Public Holidays

Start

Finish

Wednesday 31 January, 2018

Friday 13 April, 2018

Monday 5 March Labour Day
Saturday 14 April, 2018

Sunday 23 April, 2018

Monday 30 April, 2018
Wednesday 25 April ANZAC Day

Term 2 - 9 Weeks

Friday 29 June, 2018

Friday 1 June School Development Day
Monday 4 June WA Day
School Holidays

Saturday 1 July, 2018

Sunday 16 July, 2018

Term 3 - 10 Weeks

Tuesday 17 July, 2018

Friday 21 September, 2018

School Holidays

Saturday 22 September, 2018

Sunday 7 October, 2018

Term 4 - 10 Weeks

Monday 8 October, 2018

Thursday 13 December, 2018

School Holidays

Friday 14 December, 2018

Sunday 3 February, 2019

Bell Times
8:45

Start Classes

11:00

Recess

8.00am - 4.00pm

11:20

Resume Classes

Monday to Friday

12:50

Lunch Eating Time

1:00

Lunch Play

1:25

Resume Classes

School Office Hours

Parents are asked to notify the School
Office promptly if their child will be
absent, of any changes to their contact
details or any other relevant family
details. Emergency contact details and
health issues are essential

3:00
(2:30 every
Monday)

Home Time


The classrooms open at 8.30am. Children who arrive
before 8.30am stay in the undercover area where they are safe and supervised from 8.15am.
Students are not permitted in play areas prior to school starting or after school finishing.


Students who arrive after 8.45am need to go to the office for a late pass.



Early Close 2:30 on Mondays for staff meeting.

SCHOOL UNIFORMS
All children are expected to comply with the School Dress Code and wear the school uniform, except on special
occasions.
Shoes: Closed in, low heels. Neat and tidy with socks. Sandals are acceptable but not thongs, reef sandals,
masseurs or boots. Suitable shoes should be worn for participation in sport.
Hats: A CPS Broad brimmed hat or alternative (plain navy blue) must be worn by all students when outside at
all times. This applies to all school terms. A no hat – no play policy applies. Students without hats are restricted to
shaded areas during breaks.
Sport: The students are expected to wear faction shirts with the school logo on Sport days. School shorts should
be worn with faction shirts.

A copy of the School Dress Code Policy is available from the Front Office.
2018 Prices
Product

Kids Sizing Adult Sizing

Microfiber Tracksuit Pant

$28

$30

Microfibre Tracksuit
Jacket

$45

$50

Fleece Jacket

$40

$42

School Shirt

$30

$32

Faction Shirt

$30

$32

Basketball Shorts

$13

$15

Skorts

$16

$18

School Hat

$18

Uniform Shop Order
forms are available
from the office

MEDICAL
MEDICATION

While we appreciate that, on occasions, there will be a need to administer medication in extreme circumstances, it
is preferred that parents administer medication to their children. However when the school is required during the
course of the school day to administer medication to a student the parent must complete a Student Medical
Request Form available from the office. Any medication must be provided by the parent, clearly marked with the
student’s name and dosage. The medication will be kept securely in the office. Non prescription medication is not
administered by school staff.

ILLNESS
If a child is unwell parents must keep him or her at home until they are well again. Sending an unwell student to
school exposes students and staff to illness and infection unnecessarily. Parents of children who are sick at school
will be called to come and pick them up. The school requires a written explanation or medical certificate following
an absence.

ACCIDENTS
Minor injuries or illness during the day are normally attended to at school. In more serious emergencies, every
endeavour is made to contact a parent to arrange for the child to be collected from school. In extreme emergencies
the child may be taken directly to a doctor or hospital or an ambulance requested.

SCHOOL NURSE
A School Nurse visits the school twice per term. Parents of Students with conditions requiring medical attention will
be notified by the nurse so that appropriate action can be taken. Parents wishing to raise concerns with the school
nurse should make an appointment through the school office.

DENTAL THERAPY
The dental staff at the Pinjarra Primary School Clinic examine all children on a rostered basis and treat most dental
problems as they find them or as they arise. Children requiring more complex treatment may be referred to other
agencies. The Dental Therapy Centre at Pinjarra Primary School can be contacted on 9531 1846.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES
The following Infectious Diseases' summary is offered for your information.


Chicken Pox: Exclude from school. Re-admit when sufficiently recovered.



Conjunctivitis: Exclude from school until discharge from eyes has ceased.



German Measles (Rubella): Exclude from school, re-admit on recovery.



Glandular Fever: Exclude from school while symptoms remain.



Hepatitis A: Exclude from school. Re-admit on medical certificate of recovery or on
subsidence of symptoms, but not before seven days after onset of jaundice.



Impetigo (School Sores): Exclude from school until effective treatment
(including the proper use of occlusive dressings) has been instituted.



Measles: Exclude from school. Re-admit on medical certificate of recovery,
or at least 7 days from appearance of the rash, if well.



Mumps: Exclude from school. Re-admit on medical certificate of recovery.



Pediculosis (Head & Pubic Lice - Nits - Health Department Policy): Children
with head lice are excluded from school only until an effective treatment has
been carried out. The school will not carry out checks of a student’s hair unless
a staff member has reason to suspect lice may be present or the child is
returning to school after treatment.



Ringworm: Exclude from school. Re-admit after treatment is commenced and the

GENERAL
INFORMATION
BOOK LIST
Book lists are issued during Term 4 for the items needed for the following year. Parents should complete and return lists to the
school by the due date. There is no obligation for parents to purchase list materials from a particular supplier. However the
school will place student orders with the supplier who offers the best value for money. Parents collect and pay for packaged
orders from the supplier prior to the start of the year.

ATTENDANCE
Regular attendance at school is fundamental to your child’s learning. Consistent attendance and participation are essential for
your child’s social and academic learning. As parents or legal guardians of an enrolled child, you are responsible under the
State Education Act 1999 to ensure the attendance of your child at school every day. It is important to assist your child’s
achievement and learning by making regular attendance a priority in your child’s life. Under Department of Education
regulations, the only acceptable reasons for absence from school are illness, or medical/dental appointments that cannot be
arranged outside school hours. The Principal does not have the authority to approve absences for family holidays, shopping
excursions, caring for other family members, birthdays or absences other that illness, religious or cultural observances. Please
ring the school on 95311 399 to notify the reason for your child's absence or reply via the Message You text system. Your
child’s attendance is rewarded through the advance standing program.

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION
Our voluntary contribution ($40.00) has the approval of the Department of Education - you are asked to pay for all or part of it
depending on whether children enrol at the start of the year or later on. Items bought from this source include essential
resources for use by all students. The contributions and charges (other costs for excursions, swimming etc) are outlined in
Appendix One.
Please note that we do not extend credit for excursions and incursions etc. Payment must be received prior to the outing to
ensure your child’s participation.

CONCERNS
Concerns regarding the education of your child should in the first instance be discussed with your child’s teacher. Feedback
from parents is very welcome and suggestions for improvement to the school are best directed to the office. Any concerns
should be directed to the Principal.

CUSTODY
If only one parent has custody of children he/she must inform the Principal of access provisions for the other parent and the
relevant legal documents sighted. Enrolment cards require an indication from the parent/guardian regarding this matter.

EVACUATION
To conform with the Department of Education requirement and for general safety reasons the school has a set evacuation
procedure designed to provide for the kinds of emergencies we hope never arise - earthquake, fire etc.

TRANSFERS
Parents of children changing schools are asked to advise the school so that report copies, records, medical cards etc. can be
collated and sent to the new school. You are also asked to help ensure that all Carcoola Primary School library books and
school owned texts are returned.

GROUNDS AND SECURITY
Security risks and the incidence of vandalism make it imperative that parents insist on children keeping away from SCHOOL
BUILDINGS out of normal school hours. In the event of any police inquiries being necessary, those seen on the premises are
the first to come under suspicion.
The school is protected by a fully electronic security system backed up by regular patrols by security personnel.

LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS
No child is permitted to leave the school grounds during school hours without the permission of the Principal and this will
usually be given only after parental contact has taken place. Parents are asked to go to the front office to sign their child out.
Office staff then collect the student from the classroom.

KINDY/ PRE PRIMARY
Students are to be dropped off and picked up by an adult who is on the student’s contact list on their enrolment form.

TRANSPORT
BICYCLES


Please make sure children know all safety rules relating to bicycles, scooters, skateboards and rip sticks
before allowing them to ride to and from school.



Children riding to school MUST wear a safety helmet.



Bicycle racks are provided. Bicycles, scooters, skateboards and rip sticks must be placed in the racks and
securely locked.



Helmets, bicycles etc and locks must have the child’s name printed clearly on all of them.



Bicycles, scooters, skateboards and rip sticks must be walked through the Wisteria Crescent underpass.



Bicycles, scooters, skateboards and rip sticks must not be ridden on the school grounds.

It is not recommended that students below year four ride to school unless supervised by an adult or older student.
We also recommend students’ bikes be engraved as a deterrent to would-be thieves.

CAR PARK SETDOWN AND PICKUP
Parents are required to supervise their children walking through the car parks when dropping them off or picking
them up.

WALKING TO SCHOOL
Children are encouraged to walk to school using the walkways provided.

KISS AND RIDE DROP OFF FOR STUDENTS
Parents wishing to drop off their children, but not necessarily coming into the school are encouraged to use the
Kiss and Ride access behind the library on the northern side of the school.
 There is no parking on the Kiss and Ride driveway and children should leave the vehicle and quickly move

off the driveway onto the library verandah and into the school.
 In the afternoons children should wait on the library verandah until their parent’s car has stopped on the

roundabout and then proceed to enter the vehicle as quickly as possible.
 PARKING IS NOT PERMITTED ANYWHERE ON THE ROUNDABOUT.

STUDENT’S PROPERTY
We recommend that children do not bring excessive amounts of money, valuables, expensive toys or sport
equipment to school, as security cannot be guaranteed.

LOST PROPERTY
Articles of clothing left around the school are placed in a lost property bin, found in the undercover area. Items
unclaimed are usually donated to charity. Unnamed uniform items are laundered and added to the Uniform Shop
as second-hand stock. Parents can help by ensuring that all items of clothing are clearly named so they can be
returned to their rightful owner.

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT
Any sort of electronic equipment must not be bought to school. This equipment is expensive and can be easily
damaged. Children whose parents insist on their using Ipods on the way to school must leave them at the front
office upon arrival at school.

MOBILE PHONES
Students are not permitted to use mobile phones at school. If the school deems it necessary for a student to
contact their parents, they will use the school’s phone system. If parents insist, for safety reasons, that their child
has a mobile phone, it must be handed to the office upon arrival at school. Misuse of a mobile phone by a student
will result in the confiscation of the phone. A confiscated phone must be picked up by a parent. It will not be
returned to the student.

STUDENT COUNCIL
Each year, Student Councillors are elected from the year 6 students by the staff and students. Amongst
their duties they organise some social events, help with fundraising for charities adopted by the school
and assist with student issues and running of formal assemblies. The Student Counsellors include a
Head Boy and Head Girl who have special leadership duties.
Faction Captains are also elected from the Year 6’s. Student representatives are elected from Years
1—5 classrooms to represent their classes at meetings, as well as assist in the running of Presentation
Assemblies.

2018
HEAD BOY & HEAD GIRL
Head Boy: Joshua Langford
Head Girl: Jahzara Thompson

2018
SCHOOL
COUNCILLORS
Angus McMullen, Janae Newnham
Jahzara Thompson, Joshua
Langford , Makayla Gittos,
Lillian Robinson

2018
FACTION LEADERS
DJARLMA:
Bethany Jones
Janae Newnham
PINJAR:
Jacinta Newnham
Jahzara Thompson
KAARLA:
Angus McMullen
Makayla Gittos

Every Child Matters
Every Day
At Carcoola Primary School
we believe ALL students can
be high achievers.

Carcoola is a
POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS
School
We implement positive behaviours
throughout the school and
encourage
children to become SMART
students.

Behaviour
Management and
Support
The CPS Student Behaviour Policy ensures the creation and maintenance of a safe and positive
learning environment for all students. It includes the development of processes for the
effective management of student behaviour. The emphasis is placed upon the expectation
that good behaviour is a priority and that both students and parents must accept
responsibility for ensuring good behaviour.
School rules are kept to a minimum and relate largely to safety, fair play and respect for
persons and property. There are three rules which all students must strictly adhere to in and
out of the classroom:


Follow teacher instructions immediately



Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself



No calling out

Positive Behaviour Support
The Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) Team has been developed to guide the implementation of school
wide positive behaviour and connectedness in all students at Carcoola Primary School.
The purpose of the PBS team is to develop and implement school wide positive behaviour support in
order to improve behaviour, teach social skills and achieve higher educational outcomes for all
students. Based on a common language, it is the intention to develop a positive and consistent SMART
culture enabling the school community to live its motto, “Let Us Grow”.

SMART
The SMART culture is based around our acronym SMART. The SMART
characters symbolize each of the expected values, which are:
Strive to achieve: Bina (Yellow)
Motivate yourself to learn: Kaarla (Red)
Accept challenges and leadership: Pinjar (Blue)
Respect yourself and others: Boya (Orange)
Take care of the environment: Djarlma (Green)

SMART Tickets
Students are recognized for displaying the SMART values and behaviors. They earn SMART tickets
which are collected and certificates given outlining the expected behaviour. When students achieve 5
tickets spelling the word SMART, they earn a coloured wristband.

Parents

‘Parents’ includes
Grandparents,
Carers, Guardians
and Foster Parents

We consider the primary years to be an extension of the family unit.
Parent participation is therefore an important part of the school and is positively encouraged. The school seeks
to have positive relationships with its parents, and the parents in turn will find the school’s openness an
expression of our faith in them as co-educators of their children.

We invite all parents to be involved in the life of the school, and to participate in
the educational experience of their child

P&C - Parents & Citizens Association
Parents and Citizens’ Associations are established under the Education Act of WA for the purpose of supporting a
strong government school system for the benefit of all students.
The Parents and Citizens’ Association has been formed to support the school to achieve the Aims and Objectives
of the school. The P & C Association operates the School Canteen, which not only provides a service to the
students, but also is a source of funds, which are used to buy additional resources for the school.
P & C Fundraising events provide funds to buy resources for the educational programmes and to make
improvements around the school.
In addition to fundraising, the P & C provides necessary assistance such as busy bees for grounds development,
assistance in the Library and in classrooms. This additional assistance, in its various forms, provided by the
Parents and Citizens’, is essential in a school such as ours. The Principal is an ex-officio member of the P & C
Committee.
The functions of the P & C are to:
 Represent parents/community on the School Council. Where a P & C exists in a school the representatives

are elected by and from the financial members of the P & C.
 Parent representatives take the view of the parent body to the School Council and report back to the P & C.
 Encourage parents to participate in developing the school's educational policy.
 Develop parent participation and involvement in the school.
 Be the forum for parents to discuss issues pertaining to the school and its

community and for gathering opinion.
 Promote and support communication and co-operation within the

school community and to bring educational matters to the attention
of the wider community.
 Provide amenities and resources for the benefit of the school

students.
All parents are invited to attend Parents & Citizens’ Association’s monthly
meetings and take part in any of the activities organised by this group.
Dates are published on the term calendar. New parents are especially
welcome to attend the meetings and volunteer to help in any way.

School Council

Classroom & Library
Parent support is encouraged and
volunteers are always welcome
to assist on work rosters on a
regular basis. Listening to
reading, or helping with activities
is a valuable help. It allows you to
be actively involved in your
child’s learning experience.

A school council is required to be established in all
schools, as set out in the Education Act 1999 and
its Regulations. Our Council consists of the
Principal and elected representatives of the
school’s staff, and the P&C.
It’s purpose is to enable community participation
in the philosophy and directions of the school, the
formulation of educational objectives and
priorities through a school development planning
and review process and to address issues relating
to the functioning and well-being of the school. In
addition, matters of educational interest or
concern may be raised at any time with members
of the Council or the Principal.

Fundraising
Fundraising events provide
funds to buy resources for the
educational programmes and
make improvements around
the school. You can help by
supporting these events.

Breakfast Club

Crunch & Sip
Fruit is provided for Crunch
and Sip during class time.
Parents are needed to cut
the fruits into bite size
pieces in the mornings for
them.

Breakfast Club provides a nourishing breakfast to the students, but it’s
purpose is also to offer opportunities for positive social interaction. It is a
good incentive to get to school early, as well as build more positive
memories. It runs from 8am to 8.30am every Tuesday and Thursday
morning in the undercover area. It is run by volunteers so if you are able to
help please contact the office.

Canteen
Our school canteen operates under the direction of the P & C Association. It
is open every Friday. It also operates for special events and ‘theme’ days.
Food sold through the canteen complies with the state government
requirements. Only food from the Star Choice Program will be provided by
the canteen unless there is a special occasion. Parent volunteers are always
in demand by the canteen and anyone who can assist in this area is urged
to contact the school office. Canteen menus are sent home with the
children as they are revised.

Nude Food
Parents are requested to support the school’s Healthy Living Program by
providing children with healthy food items for lunch and snacks. Each
Tuesday is Nude Food day, where the food is provided in a way that doesn’t
involve rubbish.

Water Bottle
Children need a good water bottle. We encourage them to drink water
throughout the day. They take their water bottles into class and out to
recess and lunch.

COMMUNICATION
AND REPORTING
TO PARENTS
The Student Diary

We consider parent-teacher
communication vital and have a
comprehensive raft of structures in place
to ensure parents are kept as up to date as
possible with student progress. We welcome
parents to be involved at all levels of their
children's education.

Students in Years 3—6 are provided with a Student diary which is used for recording any homework reminders,
reading log and teacher and parent notes. The class teacher endeavours to sight the diary daily, as it is the first
link between the school and the home. Parents should check this diary daily as recognition that they are aware of
any homework set and completed by their child as well as acknowledgement of notes and information included in
the diary. Students in Years 1-2 receive a Home Reading Diary for recording nights read for the RIB-IT program.

Information Session
Teachers will invite parents to a Parent/Teacher information session early in Term 1. Each teacher talks to parents
as a group, explaining procedures, policies and expectations for the class. Attendance at these sessions is an
excellent way of knowing what will be happening and getting to know the class teacher.

Classroom Visits
The children's work is always available in class for parents to view at a suitable time. Parents wishing to discuss
their child with the class teacher, specialist teacher or Principal are asked to make an appointment to ensure
adequate time is available.

Term Planner
A term planner is published at the start of each term.

School Newsletter
A School Newsletter, published fortnightly on Thursday’s, beginning in Week 2, contains information on a range
of topics from school happenings and coming events to suggestions on how to help your child.

Signs around the School
There are a number of whiteboards located strategically around the school informing parents of special events,
meetings or urgent situations. These can be found outside the Kindergarten and Pre-Primary as well as outside
the Junior and Senior teaching blocks.

Notes
Notes from the class teacher are occasionally sent home and will contain information specific to your child's
class.
Notes with regard to student behaviour are sent to parents. These can be in relation to positive or
negative behaviour incidents. When children are involved in serious or repeated
breaches of school rules a note will be sent home detailing the problem and
any consequences.

Website / Skoolbag App
The schools website contains a variety of information. Visit
www.carcoola.wa.edu.au Our Skoolbag message app is available
on all mobile phones. Please see the office for more information.

Term 1

Parent Meetings
Pre-Primary On Entry
Assessment Report

Reports

Term 2

Formal Report

Reports are sent out at the end of each semester, as well as a
NAPLAN report for Years 3 and 5. On Entry Assessment
Reports are sent out to Pre Primary students midway through
Semester 1.

Term 3

NAPLAN Reports for
Years 3 & 5

Term 4

Formal Report

The school endeavours to keep parents informed on an ongoing basis and may ask for special interviews with parents to
discuss specific issues which may arise.

ASSEMBLIES
Assemblies are held every Monday from 1:50 in the Undercover Area. Presentation Assemblies involve special
presentations from classes and are advertised in the school’s newsletter. General assemblies for students occur
every other Monday. The last formal assembly for the year allows for presentation of items from each class, the
award of book prizes and announcement of Student Councillors and the Head Boy or Girl. The Year 6 Graduation
Ceremony is a separate assembly held at the end of term four. Other special assemblies include ANZAC Day, Book
Week, and other special events during the year.
You will be notified if your child will be receiving an award and if your child’s class is going to be presenting an
item.

NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy is an annual national assessment for all students in
Years 3 & 5. Students participate in tests in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and
punctuation) and numeracy. The results provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals about
student achievement which can be used to inform the direction of future teaching and learning programs. While
participation by all students is expected, students may be withdrawn from the testing program by their parent/
carer. This is a matter for consideration by individual parents/carers.

HOMEWORK
Homework is seen as a valuable reinforcement or extension to class work and to enable parents to share in the
responsibility for their children's learning.
Here are some points that may help you with your children's homework programme:
 Set aside a definite time for homework and organise the evening meal to suit
 Try to make homework time a positive experience
 Give your children a specific quiet place to work, away from television and other

distractions
 Help them develop a routine involving careful recording of set work in the diary at

school, and systematic checking of the diary at home
 If problems occur, by all means help, but try not to get upset if your children do not

understand your methods. Parent/student friction over homework produces
unfavourable attitudes for all concerned. If you are worried, a few words with the class
teacher or a note in the diary may clarify the matter
 Homework is to be presented in a neat and tidy manner

Homework details are written into the student diary and parents should sign it each day as
confirmation that they have supervised and sighted the homework undertaken and to
acknowledge notes written in it.

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN
The school operations are driven by the School Strategic Plan that is an on-going document based on shared
decision making of all the staff and personnel employed at the school. The plan also receives in-put from parents
through the School Council, and the Parents and Citizens’ Association. The day to day implementation of the
Strategic Plan is outlined in the school’s Operational Plans. Teachers work from Operational Plans to determine
their weekly and daily lesson planning.

CURRICULUM
At Carcoola Primary School we consider our most important task is to teach children effective Literacy and
Numeracy skills. To achieve this we endeavour to develop challenging learning opportunities in a friendly, cooperative and caring school environment. Many of our methods include hands-on, practical experiences, topics of
interest, special events, educational visits and cultural activities. Although our emphasis is on explicit,
individualised learning and high achievement, there is a complementary balance of student centred learning at all
year levels. Effective use of digital technology is incorporated in all aspects of the curriculum.
On-going
encouragement and positive feedback at all stages of learning are critical to student success.
The curriculum offers a learning framework, which enables children, at their own individual ability levels to:










Speak, listen, read and write efficiently and effectively
Master mathematical ideas and skills
Appreciate their heritage and the natural world they live in
Observe the physical world around them and gain an understanding of it
Making investigations and drawing conclusions
Express themselves through drama, art and music
Be physically fit and understand the important aspects of good health
Gain hands-on experience in information technology, enterprise and science
Demonstrate values in their everyday lives

ENGLISH
Students learn that there is a structure to effective writing and are taught to express themselves effectively while
at the same time creativity and imagination are fostered. Children are encouraged to write daily about their ideas
and experiences. Writing skills are explicitly taught at all year levels and students are expected to present their
work in an organised, neat and sequential manner using the appropriate vocabulary, grammar and genre. Correct
letter formations, pencil grip, posture and setting out are explicitly taught at all year levels.
SPELLING
The teaching of correct spelling at Carcoola is based on the explicit teaching of phonics, phonemes, syllabification
and spelling “rules”. Children are taught to approach new words by deconstructing them using the skills taught.
Spelling is regularly tested to ensure that high standards are maintained.
READING
Carcoola Primary School operates the RIB-IT (Reading In Bed – It’s Terrific) home reading program from Pre
Primary through to year two. It is a program aimed at encouraging all students to read regularly at home. Reading
time should be about 15 to 20 minutes. Parents can encourage their children to be better readers and successful
students by:
 Ensuring their child chooses a book to read in bed
 Encouraging their child to go to bed a little earlier so they can read in bed, and
 Completing the log book provided

For years 3-7 the Literacy Pro Program operates, where students are encouraged to read books at their reading or
Lexile level. Through quizzing, re-reading and other reading comprehension strategies, students develop a deeper
understanding of what they read.

MATHEMATICS
There are 3 mathematical learning strands - Number and
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and
Probability. In Mathematics the emphasis is on
understanding how our number system works and
problem-solving techniques with which to find solutions
to everyday problems. Explicit teaching of all new
learning concepts is essential and underpins the need
for regular practice of fundamental skills involving the
children in automatic recall of number concepts and
facts.
SCIENCE
Science involves investigating, observing and handling
physical objects and living things. Children make
observations, record data and draw conclusions. In
doing this, they develop critical and creative thinking
skills and challenge themselves to identify questions and
draw evidence-based conclusions using scientific
methods.
In 2018 the Science Lab was opened providing a
classroom environment which solely focuses on Science,
fully equipped with necessary equipment and resources
to ensure students explore their world.
STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics

STEM is an approach to learning and development that
integrates the areas of science, technology, engineering
and mathematics.
STEM at Carcoola Primary School is a focus with a
specialist teacher working with classroom teachers to
provide opportunities for students to develop key skills
including problem solving, creativity and critical analysis.
A purpose built STEM classroom has been created for
students to explore their learning .
THE ARTS
Students engage in activities where they express
imagination, record creatively, construct meaning and
communicate by means of aesthetic values. Visual Arts
and Music are explicitly taught within classrooms
throughout the year.
Class Teachers incorporate aspects of The Arts
Curriculum into their day to day teaching and learning,
interrelated by exploring and developing ideas, using
skills, techniques and processes, and using Arts
Languages.
LANGUAGES—INDONESIAN
The Western Australian Curriculum: Languages enables
all students to communicate proficiently in a language
other than English by providing students with essential
communication skills in that language, an intercultural
capability, and an understanding of the role of language
and culture in human communication.
Through specialist language lessons, students in Years
1—6 develop the knowledge, skills and understanding to
communicate effectively and appropriately in
Indonesian.

CAMPS, INCURSIONS & EXCURSIONS
Excursions are carefully arranged to supplement and enrich student learning . They are a valuable extension to the
class setting. We notify parents in advance of an outing or camp so that suitable arrangements can be made.
Students are expected to wear full school uniform for all excursions.
An annual camp is conducted for Year 6 to develop leadership, personal and interpersonal social learning and
confidence. Details of this year’s camp will be advised as soon as possible in the new year. If students have specific
needs while on camp/excursions, staff are happy to discuss these with parents before the event.

Camps

ANZAC Veterans

RDA

Parliament house visit

Scitech
Sculptures by the Sea

Taking care of the
Environment
Under the guidance of our Gardener, Peter, our vegetable garden has been cultivated by all classes and the
vegetable growing, watering and cultivating is integrated into our classroom projects and activities. 2018, the
addition of an orchard of fruit trees which will provide students with fresh fruit that can be used to support the
Crunch and Sip program.
Men of the Trees visit regularly. Middle Primary classes help to sow seeds, pot and cultivate seedlings that are then
used during the year to revegetate areas within our Shire.

Physical, Mental and Emotional

Health
We encourage students to focus on personal decision-making and behaviours, community structures and
practices conducive to good health and participation in physical activity.

Physical Education - Sport
Physical Education classes aim to develop in all children an enthusiasm for physical activity so that they become
committed to pursuing a healthy and active lifestyle. The programme is designed to improve skill development
through stimulating and challenging situations with the emphasis being on the value and enjoyment of participating
rather than competition.
Some school activities, mainly sporting, are organised, where children are placed in one of the following factions DJARLMA…
KAARLA…
PINJAR…. New students are allocated a faction upon enrolment at school. All students
are expected to wear their faction shirts and hats on Sport Days and to all sports events.
SWIMMING PROGRAM - All children in Years Pre Primary-6 are able to participate in swimming lessons which run
over one week, usually in Term 4. The lessons are arranged through the WA Department of Education. Both the
lessons and are held at the Murray Recreation and Aquatic Centre in Pinjarra. Transport is via a school bus service
directly to the Aquatic Centre and back to the school. We also have a Swimming Carnival once a year, and our
Indigenous students are eligible to participate in the Interschool Indigenous Swimming Carnival. Parents are
welcome to come along as spectators or volunteer to help out at the lessons and the Swimming Carnival.
INTERSCHOOL ACTIVITIES are part of the overall programme with athletics, cross-country and team sports carnivals
being annual events. Some other interschool events may also be arranged between
ourselves and other small schools.
SPORTS CLINICS for a variety of sporting activities are held during school time. Cocurricular sport is available in a variety of winter and summer games. Parental
involvement is encouraged in sessions and is necessary at sports carnivals.
DAILY FITNESS Each day, all children will be involved in an age appropriate
fitness program. This will include endurance, skills, flexibility and strength. It is
essential that students wear appropriate footwear for these activities.

HEALTH
PROTECTIVE
BEHAVIOURS
This is a personal safety
programme that aims to promote
resilience and educate the
students on “safe” behaviours.
The students learn to assert their
right to feel safe, listen to what
their body tells them, follow up by
taking action themselves or seek
help from others.

PATHS

Promoting Alternative
Thinking Strategies
PATHS is an important part of the
curriculum. It aims to promote:
Self-Control
Emotional Understanding
Positive Self-Esteem
Relationships and
Interpersonal Problem-Solving
Skills

VALUES
Each fortnight we focus on a
new Value, such as Honesty,
Respect, Responsibility,
Perseverance etc… The
discussions around the values
help the children become more
aware of them in their own
behaviour, and provides
direction for some personal
goals.

SDERA
School Drug Education
and Road Aware
The school runs the SDERA
Challenges and Choices
program to encourage
resilience, road safety and
drug awareness.

The Health programme
aims at helping
children develop the
knowledge, attitudes
and skills necessary for
healthy living,
including healthy
eating, self-concept,
self esteem, human
growth and
development and
leading to drug
awareness
programmes and
physical and emotional
development in young
adolescents.

LEARNING SUPPORT COORDINATOR
Carcoola’s Student Services aims to provide a sound and well structured support system for students. The
Learning Support Coordinator (LSC) consults and liaises with the School Principal, Deputy Principal, the School
Psychologist, Chaplain and other outside agencies such as disabilities services, consulting teachers, parents and
staff to address student needs.
The LSC also collaborates with class teachers, the literacy and numeracy specialists and student services team to
ensure Students at Educational Risk have appropriate learning programs. Students with medical health issues
such as anaphylaxis, asthma and epilepsy are also monitored by the LSC.

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
School chaplaincy is a program officially endorsed by the Education Department and provided by YouthCARE WA
who provide training, counselling and supervision to their Chaplains. The Chaplain’s primary role is to cultivate
the personal and social wellbeing of students, their families and staff in need of social, emotional, mental,
physical and spiritual support from a non-denominational perspective. This involves building relationships and
supporting students, families and staff one on one and in small groups as needed, and during critical incidences.
Our Chaplain runs the whole school Values programme and facilitates small group programs such as Rainbows.
They are a valuable link into the wider community and provide additional practical help for administrative and
teaching staff. If you would like to see the Chaplain, or seek support for your child, ask your child’s teacher or the
office to send a message to the Chaplain.

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
A School Psychologist visits the school each week on a Wednesday. Referrals to the school psychologist are to be
made through the Learning Support Coordinator. The activities that school psychologists engage in are diverse
and include counselling, consultation, assessment, implementation of prevention and intervention programs,
referral processes, evaluation and the management of critical incidents. School psychologists also provide
information and psycho-education to student populations, school staff, departmental staff, parents/guardians
and external stakeholders. School psychologists endeavour to work in a consultative, resourceful and supportive
manner with parents/guardians, teachers, school administrators and external health service providers. School
psychologists always work with the primary purpose of achieving the best outcome for students.

HEALTHY EATING
SUGGESTIONS



















Fruit
Vegetables
Salad Sandwich/Roll
Cheese Sandwich/Roll
Yoghurt
Cheese
Plain popcorn
Water
Eggs
Meat roll
Pasta
Rice crackers
Muffins eg. Blueberry
Cruskits/Vita Wheats
Milk
Crispbreads eg. Ryvita
Tuna /Salmon
Vegemite (NO nut spreads)

BE REAL WITH NATURAL FOOD
Children are given food that their parents normally eat, so making healthy
choices is usually based on if it’s a normal part of the families regular diet.
When you establish healthy eating habits and daily dental care from an early
age, it becomes the most natural thing in the world to your child. The
benefits are enormous because there is far less chance of becoming
overweight, developing diabetes and tooth decay.
Avoiding sugar can be tricky. Foods such as donuts, biscuits, nutella
sandwiches and other packaged snacks such as Cheetos, corn chips and
potato chips, are high in sugar and fat content, with minimal nutritional
benefits to their growing bodies.
Resist adding sugar to encourage fussy eaters. When you get used to the
flavour of a sweet strawberry and fresh pineapple, there is no need for extra
sugar, in fact it will taste sickly to the trained taste buds.

DRINKS
Fresh, cool water is the best and cheapest way to quench a thirst. Water has
no added flavour, colours, sugar or kilojoules. Plus it goes with all types of
food, and leaves no sticky mess. Have cold tap water available at all times
instead of sweetened drinks. Add frozen fruit, fun- shaped ice blocks or use a
favourite cup if you need to make tap water more interesting. The fluoride
in tap water helps to protect and strengthen teeth.
Drinks such as fruit juices, soft drinks, and sport and energy drinks are high in
sugar, kilojoules and are also acidic, and should be considered an occasional
drink.
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